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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 122 


[Abstract:] Relating to the deposit of S.A. Downing. 881 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
September 8, 1880 


Dear Sir 


The deposit of Mr. S.A. Downing was received on the 30th August without any 
instructions accompanying the package. Inquiry was made in your office but no letter was found. 
There were two parcels one was smaller than we are accustomed to receive separately and 
consisted of unretorted amalgam. Therefor the bullion was all put together melted and assayed. 
The letter of instruction of Mr. Downing to melt the two parcels separately and return the bars to 
him was not received in this office until three days after the deposit was made. The Bar was kept 
here until the 7th when the deposits were wanted in the Melter & Refiner’s department for the 
refinery and were handed over. Mr. Thompson had said that the coin had been sent to the 
depositor and therefore it was supposed that the bar would not be medal. 


Instructions should always accompany the deposit particularly when anything out of the 
regular course is asked for — more than one half of the deposits received at the Mint here come 
without any instructions whatever and if we were to wait for instructions or write for them which 
would require a great deal of labor and be a great annoyance to the depositor. 


We will be prepared to send the bar for the whole amount by tomorrow. 


Very Respectfully, 
H.S. Cochran 
W. Clerk 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent U.S. Mint 
Phila. 


